
Frequently Asked Questions 

 
Who has to file a Personal Property Return? 

Per ORS 308.290, every person and the managing agent or officer of any business, 

firm, corporation or association owning, or having in possession or under control taxable 

personal property shall make a return of the property for ad valorem tax purposes to the 

assessor of the county in which the property has its situs for taxation. 

  

When will Personal Property Returns be mailed? 

Personal Property Returns are mailed on or before December 31 each year.  If you 

have not received your return by the end of the second week in January, contact us at 

541-682-4321 and verify your mailing address.  If you don’t receive a return, it doesn’t 

relieve your responsibility to file. 

  

When should I file a return? 

You should file your Personal Property Return on or before March 15 (ORS 

308.290). Per new legislation, effective January 2016, no Business Personal Property 

Extensions are allowed.   

  

What if I file late?  

If the return is filed after March 15, but before June 1, the penalty is 5 percent of the tax 

owed.  The penalty increases to 25 percent of the tax owed if the return is filed after 

June 1, but on or before August 1.  After August 1, the penalty applied is 50 percent of 

the tax owed (ORS.308.296). 

  

What if I bought, sold or closed my business after January 1 of the year?   

Any business open on January 1 and in possession of taxable personal property on that 

date is assessed and taxed for the entire fiscal year, July 1 through June 30, regardless 

of any change of ownership or closure of the business (ORS 308.290, 311.410).  Taxes 

are a lien against the personal property as of July 1 per ORS 311.405 (b).  For example, 

a business open on January 1, 2018 would be assessed and taxed for the entire fiscal 

year of July 1, 2018 through June 30, 2019.  The seller and the buyer should notify the 

Assessor’s Office of the change of ownership.  Please contact our office for further 

instructions and information 541-682-4321. 

  

 

 



I have/will be starting a business.  What information does the assessor’s office 

need?  

The assessor’s office will need to know the date the business opens, the location of the 

business and a list of the business assets. The asset list should include the purchase 

date and purchase price of each item.  
  

I just received a tax bill for my business and have been assessed a penalty for 

late filing or not reporting.  What are my options? 

You may appeal the late filing penalty to the local Board of Property Tax Appeals 

(BOPTA). 

BOPTA may waive all or a portion of a late filing penalty if: 

You can prove there was good and sufficient cause for the late filing, or 

The year for which the return was filed was both the first year that a return was required 

to be filed and the first year you filed a return. 

Good and sufficient cause is defined as an extraordinary circumstance that includes, but 

is not limited to:  

Illness, absence, or disability which substantially impairs a taxpayer’s ability to make a 

timely application. 

Reasonable reliance on misinformation provided by county assessment and taxation 

staff or Oregon Department of Revenue personnel. 

Please contact the County Clerk's Office for BOPTA appeal information 

  

What personal Property is not taxable? 

These items are exempt from property tax: 

 Intangible personal property. Money at interest, bonds, notes, shares of stock, 

business records, computer software, surveys and designs, and the materials on 

which the data are recorded (paper, tape, film, etc.) (ORS 307.020). 

 All items held exclusively for personal use. Household goods, furniture, clothing, 

tools, and equipment used exclusively for personal use in and around your home 

(ORS 307.190). 

 Farm animals. Livestock, poultry, fur-bearing animals, and bees (ORS 307.394). 

 Inventories. Items of tangible personal property which are or will be sold in the 

ordinary course of business (materials, containers, goods in process, and 

finished goods) (ORS 307.400). 

 Farm machinery and equipment (ORS 307.394). 

 Licensed vehicles other than fixed load/mobile equipment (ORS 801.285). 

  

 



I operate a 501(c)(3), does this apply to me? 

For personal property purposes, all businesses are required to file each year in the 

county in which their business is located. A business having a 501(c)(3) status is NOT 

exempt from this requirement. Exemptions are only made through application to our 

office and is a completely separate process than applying for 501(c)(3)through the state. 

To become exempt from personal property tax, you MUST have applied directly through 

our office.  

Upon receipt of your application, our exemptions specialist will review your application. 

If your business meets the strict criteria for exemption, the specialist will notify you; until 

then, you are responsible and obligated to complete a personal property return each 

year you are in business to remain in compliance.  
  

 


